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Anas penelope. Phaeton setliereus.

PufRnus, sp. inc. flayirostris.

Procellaria, sp. inc. Tactypetes aquilus.

So far as I know^ no bird has been previously registered

from the Marshall group. There are no small land-birds here,

and, what strikes me as most singular, no Kingfisher, which

is the more to be wondered at, as the islands abound with

lizards.

XXXII.

—

Descriptions of four new Species of East-African

Birds. By Captain G. E. Shelley.

(Plates VII. & VIII.)

1. CiSTICOLA RHODOPTERA,Sp. U.

Upper half of the head dark brown, with the lores, cheeks,

and ear-coverts of a slightly more ashy shade ; back brown,

with a slight rufous shade on the middle, a more ashy shade

towards the scapulars, and an olive shade on the rump and

upper tail-coverts ; wings dark brown, with all the coverts,

and with broad margins to the quills, bright chestnut ; the

secondaries with narrow pale ends ; tail-feathers (much worn)

brown, with white ends, and with a broad subterminal black-

ish-brown bar ; chiu, throat, and centre of the chest white,

shading into pale ochreous brown on the sides of the crop,

flanks, thighs, and under tail-coverts ; under surface of the

wings dark brown, with the inner margins of the quills and

the centre portion of the coverts pale ochreous brown, the

remainder of the under Aving-coverts white ; bill pale brown,

shading into dark brown towards the base of the upper and

the edges of both mandibles ; tarsi and feet flesh-colour.

Total length 4*8 inches, culmen 0-6, wing 2" 15, tail 2'4,

tarsus 0'95.

A single specimen of this bird has been sent to me by

Dr. Kirk from the Usambara hills.

The present species is closely allied to C. erythroptera

(Jard.) . Compared with a specimen of that bird obtained by

myself at Accra, on the Gold Coast (labelled '^
? , 15th of
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February, 1872^^), tlie present East-African species has the

hill slightly stronger, and pale brown instead of black ; the

upper half of the head and the nape is dark brown, and the

back is also darker and decidedly less rufous. The under-

parts, the wings, and the tail agree well in the two species,

and there is no important difference in their measurements.

2. Phyllostrephus sharpei, sp. n.

Entire upper parts rufous-shaded brown, the rufous shade

j:'ather more intense on the upper tail-coverts ; wings dark

brown, with all the coverts and the secondaries shading into

rufous-brown towards their margins, the primaries edged

with paler and less rufous-brown ; tail-feathers with almost

obsolete pale ends, excepting the outer feather on each side,

which has its ends and a narrow margin to the inner web

buflF. Underparts, and a partially defined eyebrow, creamy

white, shaded on the sides of the crop with rufous-brown,

and on the thighs, flanks, and under tail- coverts with pale

brown; under surface of the wings dark brown, with broad

inner margins to the quills and to all the coverts rufous-buff ;

bill dark brown, fading into white along the keel and towards

the base of the lower mandible ; tarsi and feet, apparently,

leaden brown. Total length 7*4 inches, culmen 0'65, wing 3,

tail 3*4, tarsus 0"85.

The type was obtained by Dr. Kirk at Dar-es-Salaam.

This is the third species known of the genus Phyllostrephus,

and may at once be recognized from its congeners by the

strong rufous shade of the plumage.

I have named this bird in honour of my friend Mr. R.

Bowdler Sharpe, who is at present engaged in writing a mono^

graph o£ the Timeline birds.

3. Barbatula olivacea, sp. n. (Plate VII.)

General plumage olive-green ; forehead and crown dusky

black, shading into olive-green on the occiput and nape;

quills dark brown, with broad olive edges to their outer webs,

increasing in extent from the third primary ; the outer two

primaries not edged with olive; both webs of the inner
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secondaries olive-green ; a part of the inner margins of the

quills buff; upper surface of the tail olive-green, with dark-

brown shafts ; under surface of the tail ashy ohve, with pale

brown shafts ; entire under surface of the body olive, paler

than the back ; sides of the head and the upper throat of a

dusky shade, becoming almost black on the chin and in front

of the eyes ; under surface of the wings dark brown, with

the coverts and portion of the inner webs of the quills buff

;

bill and claws black ; legs brownish black. Total length QQ
inches, culmen 0"7, wing 3'35, tail 2"1, tarsus 0'9.

The type was shot at B^abbai, near Mombas, by the K-ev,

Thomas Wakefield.

4. Amydrus walleri, sp. n. (Plate VIII.)

Adult male. Black ; back, upper tail-coverts, scapulars,

least and median series of wing-coverts, chest, and abdomen
strongly shaded with metallic violet ; remainder of the plu-

mage, with the exception of the primaries, strongly shaded

with deep metallic green ; crown partially glossed with violet ;

the basal two thirds of the primaries chestnut-brown, with

the exception of the first primary and the outer web of the

second one ; under wing- coverts dusky black, margined with

metallic violet 3 bill and legs black. Total length 9 inches,

culmen 0'75, wing 5, tail 3"8, tarsus 1.

Adult female. Only differs from the male in the head and

throat being paler and duller, the chin, throat, and sides of

the head inclining to ashy grey. Total length 9'2 inches,

culmen 0"8, wing 4*9, tail 3*8, tarsus 1.

A collection sent to me by Dr. Kirk from the TJsambara

mountains contained three specimens of this new species,

a male and two females. Compared with the well-known

A. morio (Linn.) of South Africa, the present species is much
smaller, being only about two thirds of the size; the bill is

proportionately shorter and stouter, and the head, neck,

and wings are greener. The sexes differ in a similar

manner.

I have named this species after my friend Mr, Gerald
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Waller J whose knowledge of the Zanzibar coast^ and whose

assistance to me in obtaining collections from that interesting

province, prompt me to make this slight acknowledgement

of his services.

XXXIII .

—

Notes on the Avifauna of New Caledonia and the

Loyalty Islands. By E. L. Layard, C.M.Gt. &c.

A French gentleman, who is collecting specimens, sent us,

a day or two back, a fine adult example of Accipiter haplo-

chrous ^ . It had been forwarded to him from a distance,

together with a couple of " Flying-Foxes ;" and our weather

being hot and thundery, their perfume may be imagined

!

My friend felt he could not finish the lot in time, so fortu-

nately elected to keep the Bats and send us the bird ! Another

journey through the sun, in the hands of a canaque, did not

improve matters ; but as this species is very rare, and a male

had only once before reached me, we set to work on it with

a piece of rag saturated with carbolic acid pinned under our

nose, and a solution of the same constantly applied to the

specimen while being dissected !

Measurements, taken in the flesh, of both sexes of the bird,

lead us to suppose that the specimen on which the species

was founded by Mr. Sclater (Ibis, 1859, p. 275, pi. viii.)

may have been a male, and not a female, as labelled by

Mr. John Macgillivray.

Wesubjoin the measurements of two of each sex, together

with those given by Mr. Sclater of his specimen :

—
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